<2                                                           LENIN

of                            laid the organizational foundations of the

Bolshevik Party.

"But this does not exhaust its significance. Its historic significance lies
in the fact that in it Lenin^ for the first time in the history of Marxism,
elaborated the             of the Party as the leading organization of the prole-

tariatd as the principal weapon of the proletariat^ without which the struggle
for the dictatorship of the proletariat cannot be won."*

In this book the Bolsheviks found an answer to their burning problems^
and a brilliant generalization of their own practical experience. Armed
with these Leninist ideas they marched boldly forward along the new path of
the working-class movement.

In the summer of 1904 the situation in the Party was extremely strained.
With the aid of the Conciliators^ the Mensheviks also succeeded in capturing
the Central Committee and thus gained control of all the central bodies of the
Party. The Party was left without a central organ of the press and without
a Central Committee.

In addition to all tMs3 the Mensheviks were supported by the Second
International^ the leaders of which looked askance at the line pursued by
Lenin who was training the Party cadres to wage a determined and relentless
struggle against the opportunists. The opportunists in the International
furiously attacked the Bolsheviks.* and even some of the best people in the
International working-class movement, like Rosa Luxemburg^ for example,
failed to understand the new principles that Lenin was offering the working
dass,

The Second International refused to recognize the Bolsheviks, but Lenin
nevertheless succeeded in obtaining independent representation for them at
the Amsterdam Congress^ held in August 1904. The delegates at this
congress received copies of the report of the Bolsheviks, which Lenin had
edited. In this report it was emphatically stated that in insisting on his
formulation of Rule i of the Party Rules, Lenin had in mind among other
things, the sad experience of the German Social-Democratic Party, for "the
formulation of Rule i of the German Party Rules, which did not make it
obligatory for a member to belong to a definite party organization, was
extensively utilized by disruptive elements.55

The speedy liquidation of the state of disorganization in the Party and the
revival of Party activities became particularly urgent in view of the fact that
the Russo-Japanese war,, which broke out in 1904^ still further strained the
situation in Russia. The Party had to put itself in full fighting trim to meet
the impending revolution. It was necessary to convene another congress of
the Party^ the Third Congress, in order to settle accounts with the Mensheviks.
This was undertaken by Lenin and Ms Bolshevik followers.

Lenin took energetic measures to muster the devoted cadres of the Party.
Towards the end of July 19043 a conference of twenty-two Bolshevik delegates
was held in Switzerland under his direction.   The conference issued a
appeal addressed "To the Party/3 which became the Bolsheviks9
in the campaign for the convocation of the Third Congress*   TMs,
appeal was drawn tip by Lenin*   The majority of the Party members ex-
pressed their opposition to the central bodies wMch had been captured by the
Moisheviks and set up news genuine Party centres.   At three regional
(South, Caucasus and North) a Bureau of the Committees of the
Majority were set up, which under Lenin's direction carried on extensive
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